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Notes

Missouri Shindig, which is based on an old square dance tune, “Give the Fiddler a Dram”, is the
composer’s impression of a rural Missouri Hoe-Down. As it opens there is a gradual development
of excitement as the party gets into full swing. The square dancers reflect the various moods of the
fiddlers as they first become exhilarated, next clownish, then sentimental, The party is
momentarily interrupted as the tune “How Dry I Am” is heard in the distance; however it is soon in
full swing again and the dancing is resumed.

H. Owen Reed

Optional: Missouri Shindig may be preceeded by the playing of “Give the Fiddler a Dr
fiddler or fiddler and guitarist (or chording pianist) dressed in bib overalls and straw

formed by either a solo

yea:s of teaching at Michigan State University. Born in O ” Reed holds
the B.M. (1934) and M.M. (1936) and A.B. (1937) degrees ouisiana Stgte University, and
the Ph.D. degree (1939) from the Eastman School o i @ the University of
Missouri from 1929 to 1933.) Dr. Reed’s publisj ositions number
close to one hundred and include a variety of rus, stage, chamber
music, and several books on music theory and erhaps his best-known work is La

Fiesta Mexicana.

He studied composition with Helen G

Martinu, Roy Harris, Aaron C misic at Tanglewood with Leonard

Bernstein and Stanley Chap ) i e a Guggenheim Fellowship (1938-39); a
Resident Fellowship at the Hun oundation in Pacific Palisades, CA (1960) and
another at the Helena Wurlitzer Fo i , NM (1967); the Michigan State University
Distinguished Facul : eorge Romney and the Greater Michigan Foundation
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