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THE COMPOSITION

Always We Begin Again was commissioned by the Sigma Chapter of the Kappa Kappa Psi Fraternity at Ohio Northern
University. The piece is a tribute to the memory of two individuals, Edwin and Rosemary Z. Williams, who left an
indelible imprint on the ONU music department and of all of their colleagues, students and friends there.

In speaking and corresponding with the people who knew them, who learned from their teaching, who enjoyed their
warm friendship and who shared their love of music, it became clear to me that Ed and Rosie were extraordinary
people whose lives were part of the fabric of the lives of so many others. One of Rosie’s poems, written after Ed’s
passing, explores this very concept and serves as the inspiration for the composition’s two main sections:

Lives intertwine in the most beautiful pattern

and even after out individual thread stops,

what we've woven up to that point

remains locked into a tight weave,

with all the others we woven our life with, through, and around,
forever a part of a cloak of beautiful memories

that lives to warm us on the cold days [and] nights of sorrow.

The title, Always We Begin Again, is a line from the Rule of Saint Benedict from which Rosie drg

joyous. One of these threads is the opening to Rosie’s Marche Brilliante which
part of the composition.

As a composer, there is no more difficult job for me than to write a memgs RiSSi ver had the privilege of
knowing Ed and Rosie personally, yet I feel as though they were as
sincere hope that this work is a fitting tribute to them on behalf of allo
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Patrick Burns’ music for symphonic band is published by G. Schirmer, Daehn Publications, Grand Mesa Music
Publishers, FJH Music, Wingert-Jones Music, and TRN Music Publisher. His music has appeared on Bandworld
magazine’s Top 100 list of band compositions five times. The Instrumentalist and School Music News have printed
numerous favorable reviews of Mr. Burns’ band music and The Classical New Jersey Society Journal has praised his
chamber music. His music for symphonic band has been performed at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago and has been
recorded for the educational series Distinguished Music for the Developing Band. He has received commissions from
many organizations including the Goldman Band/Harvey Phillips Foundation, Ohio Northern University, the Bel Air
(Maryland) Community Band, the SoundTree Corporation and Westlake Village High School Wind Ensemble
(California) for the band’s performance at Carnegie Hall.

From 2003-2010, Mr. Burns served as president of the Bloomfield Federation of Music and in March 2010, he founded
his own publishing company, Bandworks Publications.

His music can be heard at his websites, bandworkspublications.com, and youtube.com/patrickburnsmusic.
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