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Notes
By the early 19th century the string quartet was firmly established and held in high regard as an
important medium of musical expression. Beethoven (1770-1827) completed his first six string
quartets comparatively late in his development. Composed between 1798 and 1800, these early
works display the established conventions of the Classical style and the rising individuality of a
young Beethoven. This “Theme and Variations”, from the String Quartet No. 5, is a set of five
variations on a theme. This transcription for band would seem unusual at first, but considering the
pure musical and educational value of the music, it becomes apparent that it can offer important
musical rewards. Musicians at all levels need exposure to counterpoint, thematic development and
elements of the Classical style, especially in today’s climate of musical populisg.
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Condansed Soore Theme and Variations

Jfrom String Quartet, Opus 18, No.5
Ludwig van Beethoven

Andante cantabile J=96) Transcribed by H. Owen Reed
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